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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



EffiEIVED 

APR 0 5 2004 

Technology Center 2100 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby directed to the references Hsted on the attached Form PrO-1449. It is 
respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of 
this application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is filed after the mailing date of a 
Non-Final Office Action but before issuance of a Final Action or Notice of Allowance. 
Applicant(s) hereby petition(s) that the Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement be 
considered under 37 C.F.R. §1.97(c)(l). 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. Please note, however, it is believed that U.S. 
Patent No. 5,752,008 cited herein is cumulative with respect to the WO 97/45778 reference 
cited previously in this application. 



An English-language abstract of the non-English language references is enclosed. A 
copy of each reference on the Form PTO-1449 is also attached. 

It is submitted that the Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed 
references. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted to 
be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this 
application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 13-2855, under Order No. 06005/35628A. 
A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 
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Atty. Docket No. 


Serial No. 






Applicant(s) 




Mark J. Nixon, et aL 




Filing Date 


Art Unit 


February 22, 2000 


2123 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Document 
Number 


Issue or 
Publication Date 


Name 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
(If Appropriate) 




5,752,008 


5/12/1998 


Bowling 


395 


500 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Document 
Number 


Publication 
Date 


Country 


Translation 
Yes No 




HEX 08-314760 


11-29-1996 


Japan 


X 






HEI 07-248941 


09-26-1995 


Japan 


X 





OTHER DOCUMENTS 



Notice of Reason for Rejection, Issued in Corresponding Japanese Patent Application Serial 
No. 2000-134873. dated February 3, 2004.. 



RECEIVED 

APR 0 5 2004 

Technology Center 21 00 



EXAMINER: 



DATE CONSIDERED: 



□ 



